
A cademia Lodge No. 847 in 

Oakland was established 

in 2004 as a place to learn about 

Masonry in depth. And one way the 

lodge is living up to its founding 

principle is by offering a full 

spectrum of Masonic Formation 

activities. 

In addition to individual 

mentoring sessions and essay 

presentations, the lodge offers 

monthly discussion groups about 

speci®c degrees. These groups are 

based on the Socratic method, which 

uses questionsÐnot answersÐto 

fully engage members in a topic. 

ªThe monthly Masonic 

Formation discussion groups are 

the cornerstone of our mentoring 

process,º says Shawn Eyer, 

past master of the lodge. ªThey 

give candidates and others the 

opportunity to openly discuss any 

aspect of Freemasonry's meaning. 

The facilitator is not a teacher in the 

common sense, but is there to keep 

the group in focus and to suggest 

avenues for further exploration.º

The lodge's discussion groups 

and other formation activities have 

proven very bene®cial for members. 

Just ask Brian Hodges, who credits 

the lodge's programs for helping him 

apply the principles of Freemasonry 

to overcome issues in his work and 

personal life.

ªTo me, the formation meetings 

are like a study group,º Hodges 

says. ªYou have the opportunity to 

ask questions and interact with 

others who have different levels of 

understanding and experience. There 

are Masons involved who have been 

doing this for years, who deliver 

pertinent information to the group, 

and who bring out layers of meaning 

in what we do.º

When a recent work project caused 

him stress and sleeplessness, Hodges 

turned to the principles discussed in 

the Formation meetings.

ªOne night I had a sort of epiphany 

on how to approach my situation in 

a different way,º he says. ªI was more 

like a builder or a craftsman working 
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ªAs my year as master began, it was one of my 
main priorities to create an environment where 
Masonic education evolved and stimulated the 
minds and spirits of our members.º
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on a noble pursuit instead of 

just another business project. It 

changed my perspective on the 

problem and suggested a new 

course of action.º

A few years ago, Santa Monica-

Palisades Lodge No. 307 had an 

in¯ux of young, new members 

who were seeking a deeper, more 

substantive Masonic experience. 

To help them better understand 

the philosophies and principles 

of Masonry, then-Master Saul 

Alvarado established two pillars 

of Masonic educationÐMasonic 

Education Nights and Masonic 

Research & Re¯ection.

ªAs my year as master began, 

it was one of my main priorities 

to create an environment where 

Masonic education evolved and 

stimulated the minds and spirits 

of our members,º Alvarado says. 

ªIf we as a fraternity are to retain 

the title of an institution of leaders 

with prepared and enlightened 

gentlemen, then education  

is key.º

For Masonic Education 

Nights, which are held once a 

quarter, the lodge invites such 

speakers as university professors, 

scholars, and, most recently, 

lodge members to discuss topics 

related to Masonry. The popular 

lectures, which are open to the 

public, typically draw more than 

100 attendees, and Alvarado hopes 

that continued lectures by non-

Mason presenters will attract more 

people who want to know what 

the organization is really about. 

The lodge's second education 

pillar, Masonic Research & 

Re¯ection, is a lecture series 

offered by Masons for Masons. The 

lectures are small, intimate events 

where members can delve deeply 

into such topics as ªThe Lodge as 

a Symbol for the Soulº and ªThe 

47th Problem of Euclid.º

ªThe series has been very 

popular and very interactive,º 

Alvarado says. ªNot only have 

these lectures given the brothers 

an opportunity to ask questions, 

but they've also inspired further 

learning and research from the 

participants.º

ªThe series has been 
very popular and 
very interactive.º 

Masonic Education Night at Santa Monica ± Palisades lodge


